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Behind the Bark
Lumpie C-603



Lumpie





Lumpie
• 1-month old pup rescued from 

Manresa State Beach, Santa Cruz, CA

• 91 pounds

• Treated for malnutrition



Rehabilitation



Fish School





C-603



What to look out for/do

MarineMammalCenter.org/report-an-animal/whale-dolphin-sightings



▪ A sad reality of wildlife rehabilitation is that 
not every animal will survive

▪ Sometimes animals are too sick or too 
injured to be saved

▪ Learning form death is critical for 
conservation

* next slides have images of deceased whales

Viewer Discretion



C-603

• Carcass of gray whale

• Found on Ocean Beach, San Francisco 
county

• Necropsy performed by The Marine 
Mammal Center and California 
Academy of Sciences

• Identified fractured vertebrae, 
hemorrhaging of skeletal muscles 
along right side and severe malnutrition



CSI: Gray Whale

Malnutrition Ship Strikes



Gray Whale Unusual Mortality Event (UME)

• Declared by NOAA

• Since 2019, over 200 gray whales 
have been found along the US 
West Coast

• The historical average is 
approximately 30 whales per year



Gray Whale Unusual Mortality Event (UME)

• CLOSED as of 2023

• Ship strikes and malnutrition are 
still possible but the thankfully 
lower numbers than past years





Changing Ocean Conditions
• Whales arriving in breeding area of Mexico 

are skinnier than normal

• Feeding grounds in Arctic are shifting as 
temperatures warm and ice melts

• Gray whale food depends on algae that 
attaches to ice

• Skinny whales are entering new locations to 
find food on return trip to feeding grounds



Whale Safe
• AI-enabled system to prevent 

ship collisions

• Check out www.WhaleSafe.com
• Whale presence

• Which vessels & shipping companies are 
reducing their speed to make way for whales

http://www.whalesafe.com/


Stay Connected

• Keep wildlife wild & report animals in 
need

• Visit The Marine Mammal Center 
and learn more at 
MarineMammalCenter.org

• Donate to help give animals a 
second chance at life



Thank You!  Questions?

The Marine Mammal Center advances global ocean conservation through marine mammal rescue and 
rehabilitation, scientific research, and education.

Laura Gill, 

Public Programs 
Manager

Gill.l@tmmc.org
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