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Climate Resilience Overview of climate change in California
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U") What are Mpas?

Marine protected areas (MPAs) are intended to protect and restore marine life and
habitats. MPAs protect against human disturbance and fishing pressures and
restore and the health, productivity, and resilience of ocean ecosystems. These
ocean sanctuaries provide refuge for fish and other marine life, as well as
important habitat conservation. California has a total of 124 MPAs that cover over
852 square miles and protect 16% of state waters. Some scientific evidence
suggests that MPAs can promote climate resilience in marine ecosystems.

Climate Change, MPAs, and Equity

Climate change disproportionately impacts marginalized communities. These communities contribute less to the causes
of climate change but face the harshest impacts. It is the responsibility of wealthy countries to take climate action,
including protecting marine resources. Indigenous peoples globally have stewarded the coast and ocean since time
immemorial. A long history of caring for the marine environment allows tribes to contribute not only important traditional
ecological knowledge but, also contemporary Western science to the ongoing management of California’s MPAs, ocean,
and coast. This knowledge is vital for slowing and adapting to human-caused climate change.
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The possible increased size and On a global scale, temperate By protecting larger fish, which produce
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resilience to climate disturbances. replenish themselves after climate disturbances.

The content of this document was sourced primarily from Climate Resilience and California's Marine Protected Area
Network, a report by an Ocean Protection Council Science Advisory Team Working Group and Ocean Science Trust.



