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developed, making it crucial to conserve these ecologically rich habitats.
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Between December and April,

Morro Bay MPAs provide plentiful food
and resting places for migrating birds.

Eelgrass is an important marine plant thatSouthern sea otters and other marine mammals 
dine on bountiful marine life inside the MPAs.

Morro Bay Estuary

A statewide network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) safeguards 
California’s rich coastal resources. Morro Bay MPAs are a maze of tidal 

critical migratory stop and winter home for many species of birds. 
Fishes and birds feast on shrimp, crabs, and other tiny invertebrates.  
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MPAs - Good for the Ocean; Good for You! 

Have varying levels of protection 
Conserve marine habitats and diversity
Allow marine life to thrive
Make great places for education, 
research, and fun

To report violations call (888) 334-CalTIP, (888) 334-2250

California leads the nation and the    
 world with its network of MPAs.
These MPAs−

For detailed maps and regulations go to www.wildlife.ca.gov/MPAs

Morro Bay State Marine Reserve (SMR)
      

Morro Bay State Marine Recreational Management Area 
(SMRMA)
Recreational hunting of waterfowl is allowed unless otherwise 
restricted by hunting regulations. 

the SMRMA for bait purposes is allowed.
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