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Monterey, California- Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine M. Pacioni announced today 

that her office has reached a settlement totaling $42,747 in a civil law enforcement action filed in 

Monterey County Superior Court against Sophia Fisheries, Inc., and its principals for violations of 

Marine Protected Area-related laws and regulations.  

 

In 1999, the California Legislature enacted the Marine Life Protection Act (“MLPA”) to protect the 

natural diversity and abundance of marine life in California coastal waters, along with the structure, 

function, and integrity of marine ecosystems. The ultimate goal of the MLPA is to sustain, 

conserve, and protect marine life populations. To implement the MLPA’s requirements, the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife worked with a group of stakeholders, including 

recreational and commercial fishing interests, to redesign California’s system of Marine Protected 

Areas (“MPAs”) to function as a coherent, effective network. To this end, a coastal network of 124 

MPAs were established between 2004 and 2012, covering 852 square miles and 16% of all 

California coastal state waters. 

 

Monterey County has 17 MPAs, the most of any California county, the last of which was 

established in 2007. These 17 MPAs comprise eight Marine State Marine Reserves (“SMRs”) and 

nine State Marine Conservation Areas (“SMCAs”). California regulations prohibit injuring, 

damaging, taking, or possessing any living, geological, or cultural marine resource for any purpose 

in an SMR; in an SMCA, these activities are prohibited for commercial and recreational purposes, 

with certain exceptions. The Department of Fish and Wildlife has primary enforcement authority to 

ensure compliance with these regulations and its personnel have authority to board vessels and 

inspect catch. 

 

Using GPS technology, Department of Fish and Wildlife’s marine patrol personnel determined that 

Sophia Fisheries Inc.’s vessel, the Navigator, was fishing for spot prawn with traps in Portuguese 

Ledge SMCA on separate occasions in 2019 and 2020. Portuguese Ledge SMCA, located four 

miles off the coast of Pacific Grove, is one of only 14 California MPAs that protect deepwater, 

submarine canyon habitat. Portuguese Ledge SMCA spans 10.64 square miles and encompasses a 

portion of the Monterey Canyon, an important foraging site for many seabird and marine mammals. 

Portuguese Ledge SMCA also protects vital habitats for overfished deepwater rockfish and 

groundfish species. The only commercial or recreational fishing allowed in this SMCA is for 

pelagic finfish.  

 



During their investigation, the Department of Fish and Wildlife also determined that Sophia 

Fisheries, Inc., and its principals did not hold a general trap permit, which is required for 

commercial spot prawn fishing using traps. 

 

Without admitting they were fishing in the Portuguese Ledge SMCA, Sophia Fisheries, Inc., its 

principals, and their counsel worked cooperatively to resolve this matter with the District Attorney’s 

office without litigation. They also immediately obtained a general trap permit. 

 

Under the Final Judgment, Sophia Fisheries, Inc., President Pete Guglielmo, Sr., and Pete 

Guglielmo, Jr. will pay $25,000 in civil penalties in addition to reimbursement of investigation 

costs. They will also be bound under the terms of an injunction prohibiting similar violations of law 

in the future. Department of Fish and Wildlife warden Jeremiah Preffer, Lieutenant Brian Bailie, 

and Lieutenant Joseph Ames investigated this case and provided expert assistance to the District 

Attorney’s Office. 

 

According to District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni, “Enforcement of MLPA regulations is crucial, 

both for preserving the unique ecosystem in Monterey County coastal waters and also for ensuring a 

level playing field for businesses operating in these coastal waters.” 

 

ROV (underwater) footage of the landscape and wildlife in Portuguese SMCA can be seen in this 

Department of Fish and Wildlife video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydCfDmirQ8s  
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